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   After a visit to Vietnam in May, the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) recommended that the United States reinstate
Vietnam as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC), the blacklist of religious liberty offenders.
Vietnam had been on the list from 2004 until 2006.
   
   The USCIRF, which experienced less government cooperation that on some previous visits, 
observed that “Vietnam’s overall human rights record remains poor, and has deteriorated since
Vietnam joined the World Trade Organization in January 2007.”
   
   Some key Protestant leaders describe themselves as weary and frustrated at what they
termed the government’s lack of sincerity, extreme tardiness and outright duplicity regarding
religious freedom. They too said they believe that the lifting of Vietnam’s CPC status was
premature and resulted in the loss of a major incentive for Vietnam to improve religious
freedom.
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